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Monday, September 14, 2020 

RACP Public Comment Period 
Office of the Budget 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
18th Floor Harristown 2 
333 Market Street 
Harrisburg, PA   17101-2210 

RE: Public Comment for Bellefonte Waterfront Redevelopment, Centre County 

Dear RACP Administration:  

My comments pertain to the Bellefonte Waterfront Redevelopment which is located in Centre County. 

On behalf of the 370 plus membership organizations of the Happy Valley Adventure Bureau (HVAB), I would like to 
convey my support for a Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program (RACP) grant request to support 
development of a parking structure at the Bellefonte Waterfront.  This project aligns with the bureau’s mission to, 
“Develop, promote, and engage in travel related activities and coordinate visitor services designed to enhance 
the economic activity and quality of life within the county and thereby contribute to the Commonwealth.”  

The redevelopment of the Waterfront site will require substantial financial commitment from the Bellefonte 
Waterfront Associates, LLC.  The 312-space parking structure is required to support the waterfront development 
and future parking demands for downtown Bellefonte.  The $8.97 million project requires financial assistance 
from the Commonwealth.  The 2015 award of $1.5 million, and an award through this request ($1.5 million) would 
provide 33% of the project costs for the garage.  A partnership with the Commonwealth is a beneficial use of 
public funding. Bellefonte Borough does not have funds to contribute to this project.  BWA must rely on state 
funds to help offset the costs of the parking structure.  The project will continue to revitalize the Borough of 
Bellefonte, and help to achieve the vision of the waterfront site.  The project site is located within a Federal 
Opportunity Zone.   

A critical element in establishing a vibrant waterfont district is the integration of the uses and activities promoted 
within the District, with the established commercial core along High and Allegheny Streets.  The key to success is 
creating a symbiotic relationship between the two areas that will promote the greater Bellefonte downtown 
experience.  The parking structure will support the proposed mixed-use development to include a boutique hotel, 
restaurant, office, retail, and residential condominiums. 

Should you have any questions regarding our support for this critical redevelopment project, please feel free to 
contact me at: fritzs@happyvalley.com, or by telephone at: 814-231-0460. 

Sincerely, 

Fritz Smith, President & CEO 
The Happy Valley Adventure Bureau 

CC:  Thomas F. Songer, II and Mark R. Morath 
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