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Overlooking Penns Valley in 1764, James Potter exclaimed to his traveling companion, “My Heavens, 
Thompson, I have discovered an empire.” He soon began carving one out, which ultimately led to 

an ironworks that provided half of the iron used in America in the 1850s. As ironmaking moved on, the deforested 

land used for charcoal was transformed into farmland, making Pennsylvania the breadbasket of America. 

As the transition occurred, Centre County community leaders 
started the Farmers’ High School in 1855 to improve the quality of 
farming. Today, Centre County has more than 1,000 farms and boasts 
agricultural history dating back to the state’s earliest years. The 
Farmers’ High School  became the Pennsylvania State University, 
which remains a place where agricultural innovations and farming 
improvements are made every day — and the ice cream produced 
there is still the best you can taste. 

In some places in Happy Valley, it appears as if time has stopped. 
Family farms still spread gently over the serene landscape as far as 
the eye can see, dotted with historical communities founded nearly 
250 years ago. The Happy Valley Agriculture Heritage Driving Tour 
takes you on the area’s most beautiful roads, lined with working 
farms, Amish homesteads and family restaurants sourcing their 
menus from the bountiful local harvests. Along the way, you can 
explore our rich agricultural history while taking a well-deserved 
time out from the hectic pace of life. 

Happy Valley Agventures is an initiative of The Happy Valley Adventure 
Bureau and the Chamber of Business & Industry of Centre County.

Accommodations
To complement your agricultural experience, Happy Valley 

offers a number of cozy bed and breakfast options, both in rural 
settings where wildlife abounds and in our historical towns. 

Hotel lodging options are abundant as well, from well-preserved 
inns to modern facilities. Visit the lodging section of the HVAB 

website, www.happyvalley.com, to plan your stay.
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EXPLORE HAPPY VALLEY
Heritage Driving Tour  
POINTS OF INTEREST  
(Agricultural Heritage Significance on Reverse)
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The Nittany Namesake
Two legends surround the word that 
forms many names in Happy Valley. 
The mythological princess Nita-Nee 
was revered by her people for leading 
them into Central Pennsylvania — a 
safe and fertile valley. Upon her death, a 
mountain miraculously arose overnight 
at the site of her burial — present day 
Mount Nittany. The other legend is  
that an Indian maiden, Nita-Nee,  
and her French trapper lover,  
Malachi Boyer, were forbidden  
to marry. They ran away, only to  
be captured, and Boyer was thrown  
into Penn’s Cave to die, crying out for 
his lost love, Nita-Nee.
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Happy Valley has an abundance of farmers markets, 
farms and roadside stands providing the freshest 
locally grown, raised and produced food. From organic 
fruits and vegetables, to farm-raised meat and poultry, 
to artisanal cheeses and condiments. For a taste of 
what Happy Valley bakers, farmers and producers have 
to offer, visit www.happyvalleyagventures.com.

Fresh-picked Happens Here

Locally grown and produced products are abundant at Happy 
Valley’s brick-and-mortar farms stores. From artisanal Amish 
cheese and homemade fudge at the Goot Essa cheese shop, 
to flavorful shrubs, jams and chutneys at Tait Farm Foods to 
amazing baked goods and local fruit and produce at Way Fruit 
Farm, there are plenty of places to stop for a taste of authentic, 
fresh Happy Valley flavors from the farm.

Yum Happens Here
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The Central PA Tasting Trail comprises 12 of Happy Valley’s most 
popular distilleries, wineries, breweries and cideries. Locally 
grown, locally sourced ingredients are at the heart of Tasting 
Trail products, and inspire the fresh, flavorful cuisine offered by 
many establishments. Visit www.centralpatastingtrail.com to 
learn more about Trail members, and about the unique tasting 
experience offered through a Central PA Tasting Trail passport.

Cheers Happens Here

Penn’s Cave & Wildlife Park was once 
a sprawling farm surrounding the 
only all-water cavern in the United 
States. Take the cave tour by boat or 
go on a Farm-Nature-Wildlife Tour by 
bus through the Penn’s Cave grazing 
pastures, mountain trails and forests.

Exploration Happens Here

Visit HappyValleyAgventures.com 
to find a Centre County agventure 
near you, or look for these signs.
#HVAgventures



Boal Mansion
Once the focal point of a 10,000 acre farm, this historical property 

is the former home of David Boal, the founder and namesake of 
the adjacent town of Boalsburg, and his son George Boal, who 
played a pivotal role in the founding of Penn State University 
through his work with the Centre County Agricultural Society. 
Tours include the Mansion, the Columbus Chapel, and three 
exhibit rooms. The barn at Boal Mansion houses the Nittany 

Theatre at the Barn, which has the distinction of being the longest 
running community theatre in a bank barn in the United States.
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Centre Furnace Mansion
Home of ironmaster Moses Thompson, Centre Furnace Mansion 
is the site where, in September of 1855, local dignitaries gathered 

to sign the document establishing a site for The Farmers’ High 
School of Pennsylvania. The charter to establish the new 

agricultural college — what we know today as the Pennsylvania 
State University — had been signed earlier that year. Today, the 
mansion houses the Centre County Historical Society. Rotating 

exhibits highlight a wide range of historical subjects, often 
including lesser-known stories and rare artifacts.
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Grange Fairgrounds Park
A mainstay of the agricultural community in Central 

Pennsylvania, the Grange Fair has been held the last week of 
August since 1874. Beginning as a small gathering on the Rhone 

farm, it has grown into one of the largest fairs of its kind and 
is the only remaining tenting fair in the country. The Equine 
Center at Grange Park is a year-round show and exhibition 

center that boasts a state-of-the-art indoor complex that hosts 
equestrian and related events throughout the year.
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Rhoneymeade
Nature and tranquility define Rhoneymeade (Rhone’s Meadow), the 
former homestead of Leonard Rhone. Rhone was a charter member 

of the first grange organized in Centre County and founder of the 
annual Grange Fair, one of the last remaining encampment fairs in 
the nation. At the rural location in the valley between Nittany and 

Tussey Mountains, open every Saturday between April and October 
and by appointment, you’ll find the Rhone’s Georgian-style home as 
well as unique sculptures and mowed pathways scattered through 

gardens, fields, woodlands and hedgerows.
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Neff Round Barn
After having seen round barn structures in the Midwest on 
a trip to St. Louis, Mr. Neff became fascinated with the idea 

of building a circular barn as a way to save labor during dairy 
operations. Having never seen the inside of a round structure, 
he designed the structure as a series of beams and concentric 
circles, totally unique in the area at the time. It was built about 
1910 and is a white pine structure on a limestone foundation. 

Drive by to get a look at this unique barn surrounded by 
beautifully preserved farms.
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Hublersburg
Along Route 64 in Nittany Valley, you’ll find the small 
town of Hublersburg (pop. 104), home to the popular 

Hublersburg Inn. A local favorite since 1827, the former 
stagecoach stop serves spirited American cuisine and 

hosts a bed and breakfast on the second floor. Surrounded 
by farmland, Hublersburg makes a great stop while 

exploring the area’s agricultural bounty, like at nearby 
Goot Essa, an Amish cheese shop that is open to the 

public six days a week.
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Boalsburg Village
Historic Boalsburg Village offers a remarkably unaltered 
representation of the post villages that once dotted the 

Pennsylvania landscape. It was very important to Penns Valley 
farmers, whose drovers bringing cattle to market stayed in town 

and boarded their herds in pens provided specifically for that 
purpose. Current residents maintain houses and buildings in the 
Georgian and Victorian styles, including the Boalsburg Tavern, 
now Duffy’s Tavern, which becomes a hot spot when the town 

celebrates the founding of Memorial Day each May.
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The Historic Barn at Cooke Tavern
Built on the original 1808 barn foundation and based on a 

historic photo, this modern-day barn was constructed with 
locally sourced timber in 2005. Cooke Tavern, a 2-story Georgian 
brick property, was also restored, and uses the historic property 

as the namesake for their family-style soup mixes. Next door 
is the Major Jared B. Fisher house, which is now one of Happy 
Valley’s most recognized fine dining farm to table restaurants, 

The Hummingbird Room. Surrounding the Cooke Tavern barn is 
Muddy Paws Marsh, an educational nature preserve.
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Millheim
Millheim is named for the many mills that led to a thriving town, 
making it the commercial center of Penns Valley and is listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places. Spend a day here, where 
buggies share the roads with pickup trucks, doing business with 

Burkholder’s Country Market; Inglebean Coffee House; the Millheim 
Farmers Market; Hosterman and Stover Variety and Hardware store, 
since 1854; Elk Creek Cafe + Aleworks, a popular brewpub with great 
local and regional musicians; Green Drake Gallery and Arts Center; 
the Penns Valley Meat Market; and Good Scents Candle Company.
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Pasto Agricultural Museum
The Pasto Agricultural Museum connects our agricultural 

past with the present day through exhibits, programs, 
demonstrations and tours. The museum collection focuses on 
life and work before gasoline engines and rural electrification 
through the 1930s, providing an understanding of large-scale 
food production’s place in history. Programs highlight current 

agricultural science research and practice, and provide a forum 
for exploring important issues facing agriculture and the 

environment. Visit agsci.psu.edu/pasto for hours and events.
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Aaronsburg
As he laid out Aaronsburg in the exact geographic center 

of Pennsylvania in 1789, Aaron Levy proposed that it 
would serve as the county seat. That hustle and bustle 

never arrived, meaning that Aaronsburg preserved much 
of its historic character and small town charm. The 

oldest town in Central Pennsylvania and one of the most 
beautifully preserved, Aaronsburg is home to the Penns 
Valley Area Historical Museum, which traces the lives of 

frontier settlers in the area.
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Penn State University
What began as the Farmers High School in 1855 grew into Penn 
State University, one of the largest universities in the country. 
Its foundation of agricultural studies has carried into modern 

times, though the school’s roots can be seen in just about every 
field across the state. Check out the famous Berkey Creamery 
for a scoop (or two) of decadent ice cream, stroll through the 

greenery at the Penn State Arboretum, or visit the Student Farm 
at Penn State where current students learn sustainable farming 

methods on a small-scale practice farm.


